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In a portion of this little narrative I have compressed the substance of several separate conversations into one dialogue; but that is merely for the convenience of the reader, and I have tried faithfully to reproduce what was told me without adding anything of my own. Possibly it may help the reader to realize the far-reaching effect of the religious ideas which still affect the entire population with inconsiderable exceptions. I am not suggesting that the Hindu peasant reasons about his religion in the philosophic manner of my friends at Delhi. He is no more capable of that than the Italian peasant is of talking Catholic theology. Outwardly the Hindu temples and their ritual bear the marks of heathendom, and many strange cults that are unintelligible and repulsive to the Western have a great popularity. But you may hear humble Hindus talking quite simply of their duty to God and their readiness to obey the divine call, and many